

History 1152 – American History Since 1877
Instructor: Rob Williams


Office: Dulles Hall 009
Spring Semester 2023 


Office hours: T/R, 11-noon or by appointment
Class times: Tuesday/Thursday, 9:35–10:55 PM 

E-mail: Williams.6859@osu.edu
Classroom Location: Ramseyer Hall, 115 
Format of Instruction: Lecture and discussion
Course Description 
This course serves as a survey of post-Civil War American history. History 1152 will examine the political, constitutional, social and economic development of the United States from the end of Reconstruction to the present, including, but not limited to, the failure of Reconstruction, immigration, the U.S.'s role abroad, the development of industry, progressivism, World War I, the Depression and the New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, Korean War, Vietnam, the Civil Rights Movement, the rise of the New Right, the post-Cold War world, and the War on Terrorism. The course will draw on the recent scholarship of historians as well as analyzing a variety of primary sources that speak to the very different lifestyles and concerns of Americans at different historical moments. Students will be expected to make connections between these different kinds of sources and explain to an audience the value of each. 
Throughout the semester, you will come to know personalities from the past by reading letters, speeches, and book excerpts from specific time periods. You will also have the opportunity to watch YouTube clips featuring historical footage and radio recordings of key historical moments. Students in the course will evaluate and interpret these primary sources each week and construct historical insights to share with the class. Often the readings, videos, and radio recordings for the week will offer insights into contemporary issues we face today. Through short essays, each student will make connections between key historical events in the past and present-day issues facing our nation.

Prereq or concur: English 1110.xx. 
Not open to students with credit for 1150 or 2002. 
GE historical study course. 
This course is available for EM credit.
Course Themes:

This course examines the political, constitutional, social, and economic development of the United States from Reconstruction to the present. This course is oriented around three core thematic questions:

1. Citizenship: Who gets to be “fully American” in terms of rights, opportunities, and dignity, and how has this changed over time?

2. Culture: Culture is the lens through which we will examine much of the past. How has culture changed, has it become more, or less inclusive? More or less divided? 

3. Conflict: What roles have the United States played in the world, and how have global forces shaped U.S. history?

Keep these questions in mind throughout the class, as they will shape the course readings and assignments. This course also aims to cultivate students’ proficiency in historical thinking and writing to prepare them for upper-division history courses they may take in the future.

Learning Goals and Objectives 
Goals

Students recognize how past events are studied and how they influence today's society and the human condition.

Expected Learning Outcomes

1. Students construct an integrated perspective on history and the factors that shape human activity.

2. Students describe and analyze the origins and nature of contemporary issues.

3. Students speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.

Beyond these general goals, this course is intended to achieve the following objectives:

1. To understand the intersections between American foreign policy and domestic considerations.

2. To be able to distinguish between primary and secondary sources and make connections between them.

3. To recognize the various ways that changing American cultures and patters of consumption impacted families, communities, and politics.

4. To use a variety of writing styles to express arguments rooted in historical evidence.

5. To identify the main points of a historical argument and critique it.

Required Texts
The American Yawp: A Free and Online, Collaboratively Built American History Textbook, edited by Joseph Locke and Ben Wright (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2019). http://www.americanyawp.com
The American Yawp Reader: A Documentary Companion to the American Yawp, edited by Joseph Locke and Ben Wright (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2019). http://www.americanyawp.com/reader.html 

Grades
Your grade in this course will be broken down as follows: Participation (20%), Papers (25%), Midterm (25%), Final Exam (30%)
1. Participation (20%)
Students are required to submit one question/reflection related to the readings by 11:59 PM the evening before we meet under the Assignments tab on Canvas. Each question/reflection should be roughly a paragraph (no more than 250 words each) and should relate to some critical theme addressed in the readings for that day. (10% of grade) The other 10% of the participation grade is based on in-class contributions and attendance.
ATTENDANCE POLICY: We will take attendance every class. Each student will be strongly encouraged to attend live lectures where they can participate in discussion, but attendance in these live sessions is not mandatory, given the uncertainties of the pandemic.

Your participation grade is based on your pre-class questions.  If you have a conflict with a particular date, please talk with me at least two weeks before class so we can discuss a supplemental assignment.

2. “History is Alive” Papers (25%)

Some weeks, in lieu of a question, you will compose a brief (800- to 1000-word) paper, analyzing the present-day significance of a past historical event. There will be two comparison papers:
The first paper will discuss how a “populist” politician of today differs from or is like the Populists of the late-nineteenth century who supported the Omaha Platform and the People’s Party. Students must submit their papers on CANVAS by 11:59 PM ON FRIDAY September 16. You must do three things in this essay: 1) Find a news article from the past ten years that describes a present-day politician as a “populist” and explain how that article defines populism; 2) next, explain how that present-day politician’s policy positions differ from or are similar to the policy positions of Populists that would have belonged to the People’s Party in the late-nineteenth century; 3) finally, conclude by assessing whether you think the politician in question is truly a populist or not. Make sure you reference the Omaha Platform (on Canvas) directly. This is due on Canvas on FRIDAY, February 3, 2023. If you quote or reference materials, you must use FOOTNOTES to identify your sources. (10% of your grade.)
The second paper will require you to assess whether the Brown v. Board decision effectively ended segregation in US public schools. You must do three things in this essay: 1) You must explain, citing sections of the Brown decision, what the Supreme Court found objectionable about school segregation; 2) draw on data provided by journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones to assess whether the objectives of the Brown decision have been achieved sixty-five years later; and 3) conclude by highlighting key post-Brown policy decisions that have helped to shape the racial makeup of our schools today. In other words, end by explaining why school desegregation was or was not successful in this country. The more details you provide, the better the essay will be. Again, this will require you to do a little research. Papers are due on CANVAS to by 11:59 PM on FRIDAY, April 7.  If you quote or reference materials, you must use FOOTNOTES to identify your sources. (15% of your grade).

*IF you have any questions: SEE ME*
3. Midterm and Final Exam (55%)
Each exam will consist of essay questions handed out a week in advance of the due date.

Your first midterm will be held in class on February 23, 2023. It will consist of short answer (choose 2 of 5) and essay questions (choose 1 of 2).
Your final exam will be a take home essay, submitted to Canvas by 12 PM on May 1.
The Final Exam will be opened on April 24
Make-up examinations:
Should an absence be unavoidable, all make-up exams will take place in office hours (or by appointment if absolutely necessary) at the earliest possible opportunity.  

Late Assignments:

Late papers will be subject to an automatic 10% penalty plus an additional 5% deduction from the final score for each late day. Assignments submitted more than one week after the original deadline will not receive any credit. As with all make-up assignments and examinations, extensions will be extremely rare and require written permission from the instructor in light of evidence concerning a legitimate excuse or absence.

Academic misconduct:
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Students with disabilities: 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office of Student Life Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Student Life Disability Services is located in 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue; telephone 614- 292-3307, Email: slds@osu.edu; Web: slds.osu.edu.
OSU Statement on Sexual Harassment and Gender Discrimination:  Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories (e.g., race). If you or someone you know has been sexually harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate resources at http://titleix.osu.edu or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at titleix@osu.edu”
Diversity:

The Ohio State University affirms the importance and value of diversity in the student body. Our programs and curricula reflect our multicultural society and global economy and seek to provide opportunities for students to learn more about persons who are different from them. We are committed to maintaining a community that recognizes and values the inherent worth and dignity of every person; fosters sensitivity, understanding, and mutual respect among each member of our community; and encourages each individual to strive to reach his or her own potential. Discrimination against any individual based upon protected status, which is defined as age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status, is prohibited.

Grading Scale:

A 93–100 


B- 80–82.9 


D 60–69.9

A- 90–92.9 


C+ 77–79.9 


E Below 60

B+ 87–89.9 


C 73–77.9

B 83–87.9 


C- 70–72.9
Course Schedule
Note: course schedule subject to change

Week 1: Course Introduction; Reconstruction

January 10th: Introductory Lecture

January 12th: Reconstruction and the Rise of Jim Crow
Required: WEB DuBois on Reconstruction; 14th Amendment; the Corwin Amendment of 1861; Civil Rights Act of 1875 and the Civil Rights Cases (1883); Ida B. Wells, “Lynch Law in America.”
Week 2: Industrial America and the Gilded Age
January 17th: The Gilded Age and Industrial America

Required: Andrew Carnegie’s Gospel of Wealth, William Graham Sumner on Social Darwinism
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 18
January 19th: The West

Required: Chief Joseph on Indian Affairs, Listen to “America, Inc.” on BackStory Radio; Read the Dawes Act of 1887.
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 17
Week 3: A New Century
January 24th: Populism and American Empire
Required: The Omaha Platform (1892); Listen to BackStory’s “People’s Choice: A History of Populism.” Frederick Jackson Turner, “Significance of the Frontier in American History,” and William McKinley American Expansionism. 
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 19
January 26th: The Progressive Era?
Required: Booker T. Washington and WEB DuBois on Black Progress (1895, 1903); Jane Addams, Philanthropy and Social Progress (1893); Upton Sinclair, The Jungle (1906).
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 20
Week 4: The Great War and the Roaring Twenties
January 31: World War I

Required: Zimmerman Telegram; Sedition Act of 1918; Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points; Watch: World War I oversimplified
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 21
February 2: The Roaring Twenties
Required: Warren G. Harding and the “Return to Normalcy”; Hiram Evans on “The Klan’s Fight for Americanism,” and   Alain Locke on the “New Negro”’; and Marcus Garvey, African Fundamentalism
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 22
** HISTORY IS ALIVE PAPER 1 DUE February 3**
Week 5: Depression 
February 7: The Great Depression and the New Deal
Required: Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chat” outlining the New Deal in 1933; You can watch FDR’s inaugural address on YouTube as well. Huey Long, “Share the Wealth Speech,” April of 1935; Father Coughlin, “Roosevelt and Ruin,” June 19, 1936; Watch clips of Huey Long on YouTube.
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 23
February 9: NO CLASS – Watch Ken Burns – THE DUST BOWL on Canvas
Week 6: World War II
February 14: The Road to War: Early Isolationism, Pearl Harbor, and America’s Entrance into War
Required: Charles Lindbergh’s “America First” (1941); FDR’s Pearl Harbor Speech (1941); Executive Order 9066, which led to the relocation of Japanese families living in the United States, 1942. 

February 16: Fighting the War and the Bomb
Required: Richard Polenberg, “The Good War?”; Watch: Film on 442d Regimental Combat Team (1944); A. Philip Randolph and FDR on Racial Discrimination in the Defense Industry (1941); Harry Truman Announcing the Atomic Bomb (1945). 
Week 7: Midterm
February 21: No class, reading day, prepare for midterm 
February 23: MIDTERM EXAM IN CLASS 
Week 8: The Eisenhower Era
February 28: The Cold War

Required: Henry Commager, “Who is Loyal to America” (1947); Watch footage of Senator Joseph McCarthy
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 25
March 2: The Cold War Home Front
Required: Watch “In the Suburbs” (1957); read Congressman Arthur L. Miller Gives “the Putrid Facts” About Homosexuality” (1950); Richard Nixon on the American Standard of Living (1959)
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 26
Week 9: The Sixties
March 7: Civil Rights, 1954-1965

Required: Watch Eyes on the Prize – Episode 3 – “Ain’t Scared of Your Jails” (Secured Media Library); read Brown v. Board opinion (1954), read Malcom X message to the Grassroots (1963), Watch Nikole Hannah-Jones on the history of school segregation (two videos).
March 9: The Kennedy Presidency

Required: Watch JFK Speech “A Strategy of Peace,” at American University Commencement, June 10, 1963; Read Alan Brinkley, “The Legacy of John F. Kennedy,” The Atlantic
March 13-17: Spring Break
Week 10: Vietnam
March 21: Johnson, and the Great Society
Required: Barry Goldwater, Republican Nomination Acceptance Speech (1964); Lyndon B. Johnson on Voting Rights and the American Promise (1965); LBJ Howard University Commencement Address (1965)
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 27
March 23: No Class (Reading Day)
Week 11: Vietnam and the Election of Nixon
March 28: Vietnam at Home and Abroad
Required: Watch LBJ, “Why We Are In Vietnam,” (1965); read Nixon’s US News and World Report editorial, “If Mob Rule Takes Hold in U.S.,” 1966; Statement by John Kerry of Vietnam Veterans Against the War (1971); Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders (1968)
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 28
March 30: Nixon and the Disillusioned 1970s
Required: Gloria Steinem on Equal Rights for Women (1970); Native Americans Occupy Alcatraz (1969); Watch President Jimmy Carter’s “Report to the American People on Energy,” February 2, 1977; Read    Carter’s “Crisis of Confidence” speech, July 15, 1979.
Week 12: The Triumph of the Right and The Reagan Era
April 4: Morning in America
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 29
April 6: The Reagan and the End of the Cold War
Required: Read selections from Ronald Reagan’s diary; Read newspaper articles about Reagan’s Sec. of Interior James Watt; Read Jerry Falwell on the “Homosexual Revolution” (1981) and Pat Buchanan on the Culture War (1992).
** HISTORY IS ALIVE PAPER 2 DUE April 7**
Week 13: Recent History I
April 11: George H.W. Bush, and the Gulf War

Required: George H. W. Bush’s “Address to the Nation on the Budget,” October 2, 1990
Textbook: American YAWP Chapter 30
April 13: Bill Clinton and the 1990s
Required: Clinton on Free Trade and Financial Deregulation
Week 14: The 21st Century
April 18: 9/11 and the Global War on Terror

Required: Watch: 9/11 as events unfold; Read: George W. Bush speech on post 9/11 world; Read: Bush outlines Iraqi threat. The Patriot Act (2001); Read the Atlantic article, “How Guantanamo Bay Became the Place the U.S. Keeps Detainees.”
For reference you will see the 911 report and 2002 National Security Strategy also linked.
April 20: Obama, Trump, and the Future of America
Required: Read the Supreme Court’s majority opinion in the case of Obergefell v. Hodges (2015). Please read just pages 2-28 of Justice Kennedy’s opinion (after the syllabus). Of course, you may peruse other sections as well; Michael Anton, “The Flight 93 Election.”
Week 15: The Future?
April 25: Final class period, TBD
FINAL EXAM IS DUE ON MONDAY, MAY 1, 2023, by NOON
PAGE  

