

The Ohio State University
History 2550:  History of War 
Summer Semester 2023
Time: Asynchronous
Classroom: Carmen Canvas

Instructor: 
Robert F. Williams      
Office:        
Online

E-mail:
Williams.6859@osu.edu 
Office hours: Online by appointment
Important Dates
First Day of Class: July 3
Paper #1 Due: July 16
Last day of Class: July 28

Final Paper Due: July 28

Course Description 
A constant throughout human history, war has served as a fundamental expression of the peoples and societies who have waged it. This course will focus on major thematic concepts when approaching the history of warfare. Specifically, we will examine definitions of war, the prevalence of war historically, and then different “types” of wars that humans have experienced over time. We will combine readings and assigned videos to explore the definition of war and the role of war in world history. It is not our intent to impose judgment upon the morality of war or on the righteousness of sanctioned violence in its historical context. Rather we aim to explore its definitions, prevalence, and role in the course of human events. This course falls under the GE category of Historical Study and it additionally fulfills the GE Global Studies requirement. 
Remember that this course is an asynchronous online class, meaning that all coursework will be completed online individually without live class meetings/lectures. The course is also designed to compress a full semester of work into four weeks. If you are unsure if you like the asynchronous format, or you’re unsure about the accelerated format, please read this syllabus carefully to ensure that the course is right for you!
Learning Goals and Objectives 
History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand how humans view themselves:

1. Students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity.
2. Students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding.
3. Students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.

Beyond these general goals, this course is intended to achieve the following objectives:
1. Introduce students to military history as an academic discipline
2. Provide students with a basic understanding of military history, with an emphasis on both what happened, how it happened, and why it happened

3. Introduce students to the fundamentals of an analytical approach for how to use history to understand current and future warfare
Mode of Delivery, Attendance, and Work Expectations:

This course is entirely online and asynchronous in nature. This means that students are not required to attend live lectures/discussions but rather will complete all course assignments on their own schedule during each assignment week. 
I divided it into 4 chronological modules, which you will have to complete in sequence since they each build upon the previous one. I recommend that you complete one module per week, but you can cover material faster if you wish to do so (I will grade items as they come in). Students are therefore expected to keep pace with course assignments as outlined below. This is also a 3-credit-hour course, which means that students should expect 3 hours per week of time spent on direct instruction (i.e. recorded lectures and videos) and an additional 6 hours of work on homework such as reading and assignment preparation/completion.

A Note About Online Courses:

The key difference between a face-to-face class and an online class is the emphasis on reading and writing. In contrast to a face-to-face class where students listen to lectures and vocalize their responses, an asynchronous online class requires reading, watching videos, and completing quizzes or written work. Consequently, an online class sharpens students’ reading and writing skills with limited impacts on spoken skills. Your success also hinges upon your ability to read carefully and follow directions. The information in this syllabus and other course materials should help you decide whether this course will contribute to developing the skills you would like to possess. All of these skills are important for academic development but the online platform is not for everyone.
Enrollment
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the semester. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required texts: 
Wayne E. Lee, Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History. New York: (Oxford University Press, 2016). ISBN 978-0199797455 

All other readings listed below will be on Carmen

Weekly Course Module: 
On the course Carmen page, you will see a tab on the left side of the screen that is labeled “Modules”. If you click on that tab, you will see that each week’s announcement, readings, video links, and assignments are listed. Please note that each week’s module will unlock when the assignment week has arrived; in online instruction students working together in sequence is incredibly important so without instructor permission, students are not permitted to access modules before an assignment week. 
Weekly Announcement: 
On the first day of each assignment week, an announcement will be posted on the Carmen course home page. This announcement will detail the week’s content and various assignment. The announcement will also provide any feedback on previous weeks’ assignments or tips/reminders for future work. You should read each announcement carefully to understand weekly assignments and requirements.
Assignments:
Papers

You will compose two short research papers over the course of the semester. Each of these will be 3–5 pages.
Paper 1: The first of these will require you to conduct research and analyze the origins and causes of a conflict that occurred before 1700. You MUST email with me to determine your paper topic.
Final Paper/Paper 2: You will research and analyze one innovation in warfare post-1700. Again, you MUST email me to determine your paper choice. 

Papers will be typed, at least 3 full but not more than 5 full pages in length not including the bibliography. Papers will use Times New Roman font, 12-point, left justified, with lines double-spaced, and with 1-inch margins. Students will put their name at the top of the first page on the right margin. Sources must include at least two books. Further details concerning these assignments are available through Carmen. Printed papers are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Note: I will collect papers at the beginning of class periods for which they are due—before the lecture begins. Late papers will be subject to an automatic 10% penalty plus an additional 5% deduction from the final score for each late day. Assignments submitted more than one week after the original deadline will not receive any credit. As with all make-up assignments and examinations, extensions will be extremely rare and require written permission from the instructor in light of evidence concerning a legitimate excuse or absence.

Discussion Board
A significant part of this class will come from your own insights, as you engage with your instructor and classmates to clarify, expand upon, and grapple with course material. For each module, you will be required to contribute three posts to the discussion forum. For your first post, you should create a new thread based upon the prompt provided which offers your own original insights on the material. You will also respond to two of your classmates’ posts from the previous lesson. Thus, for each and every week, you will be responsible for writing three posts: your Reflection Post to that day’s lesson, as well as two responses to others’ reflections from the previous lesson. The best original posts will do more than simply summarize course material. They will respond to course readings with your own insights or raise questions and implications that you drew from the lesson. Your responses should likewise go beyond simply agreeing with the original post and add substantively to the discussion. Of course, you are welcome to respond to more than two posts, and those who do so on a regular basis will receive extra credit. Moreover, if everyone goes above and beyond the minimum requirements, it will lead to a lively, more engaged semester for all of us. 
Most of the time, your original posts should be 300–400 words long, and your responses to classmates at least 250 words. Initial posts are due on the message board by 11:59 PM on Thursdays, with the responses due by 11:59pm on Sundays. 
There are two exceptions:

The first introductory post is due by Wednesday, July 5

The final post will be due by the last day of class, Friday, July 28

I may weigh in on some of the discussion threads if I see the conversation lagging or a particularly interesting point is not getting much traction. The purpose of the discussion threads, however, is not for me to throw information at you or privilege my own interpretation, but for you to get the chance to engage and even debate with each other.
Historical Media Analysis

Students must choose a historical film, TV series, or video game related to a theme or topic discussed in the class (options have been provided in the Extra Credit Guidelines). The student will then research the chosen media and write a 1–3-page paper discussing its historical accuracies and inaccuracies and significance. You will upload this essay to Carmen by Sunday, July 23 at 11:59PM ET.
Grading:
20%
Paper 1 (Due July 14)
40% 
Discussion Forum
10%
Historical Media Analysis (Due July 23)

30% 
Paper 2 (Due July 28)
Late Assignment Policy: 
As noted above, students CANNOT complete discussions responses/comments after established deadlines unless specific extensions are arranged with the professor. Assignments also cannot be submitted via email if Carmen submission windows lock before work is completed. As such, should unexpected conflicts or personal emergencies occur, please contact the professor BEFORE the assignment week is complete to organize an assignment extension. Carmen at times will move slowly due to heavy student traffic on Sunday evening so it is HIGHLY recommended that you complete your weekly assignment before this can interfere with your ability to post your work for the week.
Technology Course Assistance: 
For help with your password, university e-mail, Carmen, or any other technology issues, questions, or requests, contact the OSU IT Service Desk. Support hours are available at https://ocio.osu.edu/help/hours, and support for urgent issues is available 24x7. 

- Self-Service and Chat support: http://ocio.osu.edu/selfservice 

- Phone: 614-688-HELP (4357) 

- Email: 8help@osu.edu 

- TDD: 614-688-8743 

Digital Flagship: 
Digital Flagship is a student success initiative aimed at helping you build digital skills for both college and career. This includes offering an engaging collection of digital tools and supportive learning experiences, university-wide opportunities to learn to code, and a Design Lab to explore digital design and app development. Digital Flagship resources available to help Ohio State students include on-demand tutorials, The Digital Flagship Handbook (your guide for all things tech-related), workshops and events, one-on-one tech consultations with a peer or Digital Flagship staff member, and more. To learn more about how Digital Flagship can help you use technology in your courses and grow your digital skills, visit go.osu.edu/dfresources
Academic misconduct:
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Students with disabilities: 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu. 
Grading Scale:

A 93–100 


B- 80–82.9 


D 60–69.9

A- 90–92.9 


C+ 77–79.9 


E Below 60

B+ 87–89.9 


C 73–77.9

B 83–87.9 


C- 70–72.9
Course Schedule
July 3–9

Module 1

Ancient and Medieval Warfare
Read:

Syllabus, Lee, Introduction thru Chapter 5
Arther Ferrill, The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great, rev'd ed. (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1997), 9-31 (Carmen)
Due:

Personal Introduction



Discussion Question 1

July 10–16

Module 2

From Gunpowder to the French Revolution
Read:

Lee, Chapter 7, 8, 9
Wayne E. Lee, "The Native American Military Revolution: Firearms, Forts, and Polities," in Empires and Indigenes: Intercultural Alliance, Imperial Expansion, and Warfare in the Early Modern World, ed., Wayne E. Lee (New York: New York University Press, 2011). (Carmen)
Due:

Discussion Question 2


Paper 1
July 17–23

Module 3

From French Revolution to World War I
Read:

Lee, Chapter 10, 11
Greg Daddis, "Chasing the Austerlitz Ideal: The Enduring Quest for Decisive Battle" Armed Forces Journal, 143.9 (April 2006): 38-41. (Carmen)
Annika Mombauer, “The debate on the origins of World War One,” https://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/the-debate-on-the-origins-of-world-war-one 

Due:

Discussion Question 3



Historical Media Analysis

July 24–28

Module 4

From World War II to the Present
Read:

Lee, Chapter 12, 13, 14

Albert Wohlstetter, “The Delicate Balance of Terror,” Foreign Affairs 37 (Jan 1959) (Carmen)

Vo Nguyen Giap, The Military Art of People’s War (Carmen)

Stephen Biddle, "Afghanistan and the Future of Warfare," Foreign Affairs 82.2 (2003) (Carmen)
Due:

Discussion Question 4



Paper 2
